PLA%ROW\D OF Ht peALt

DISTRICT OF HUDSON’S HOPE
BYLAW NO. 940, 2023

A bylaw to establish procedures for elections and assent voting.

WHEREAS under the Local Government Act, the Council wishes to establish procedures and
requirements to be applied for local government elections and assent voting;

NOW THEREFORE, the Council of the District of Hudson’s Hope, in an open meeting assembled,
enacts as follows:

PART 1: GENERAL PROVISIONS

1.1 This bylaw may be cited as “Election and Assent Voting Bylaw No. 940, 2023.”

1.2 If any portion of this bylaw is declared invalid by a court, the invalid portion shall be
severed, and the remainder of the bylaw is deemed valid.

1.3 The headings used in this bylaw are for convenience only and do not form part of this
bylaw and are not to be used in the interpretation of this bylaw.

1.4 Any enactment referred to herein is a reference to an enactment of the Province of
British Columbia and regulations thereto, as amended, revised, consolidated, or replaced
from time to time.

1.5 The following bylaws and their amendments are hereby repealed:
a) District of Hudson’s Hope Election Bylaw No. 839, 2014; and
b) District of Hudson’s Hope Mail Ballot Authorization and Procedure Bylaw No. 753,
2008.

PART 2: DEFINITIONS

2.1 In this bylaw,

“Applicant” means an elector who wants to vote by mail and who makes a request for a
mail ballot, either by phone, fax, email or in person;
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“Authorized Person” means a person that the Applicant has authorized, on the Applicant's
behalf to:

a)
b)

Pick up a mail ballot package; or
Drop off a completed mail ballot package.

“CEO” means Chief Election Officer;

“District” means the District of Hudson’s Hope;

“District Website” means www.hudsonshope.ca ;

“District Office” means the location at 9904 Dudley Drive, Hudson’s Hope, BC; and

“LGA” means the Local Government Act;

“Mail Ballot Register” means the records that the CEO must keep in relation to the mail
ballot voting that includes:

a)
b)
c)

d)
e)

f)

g)

h)
i)

The name, address, and contact information for the person who requested a mail

ballot;

An indication of whether the Applicant requests a resident elector mail ballot

package or a non-resident mail ballot package;

The method by which the mail ballot was requested (in person, by mail, fax, phone,

or email);

The date the request for the mail ballot was received;

The mail ballot delivery method option requested by the Applicant;

i. In person pick up by Applicant

ii. In person pick up by Authorized Person

iii. By regular mail to the Applicant, to their residential address, or an address
provided by the Applicant different than the residential address

iv. By courier, at the Applicant’s expense;

The name of the Authorized Person on behalf of the mail ballot voter to pick up or

return a mail ballot package;

The date the mail ballot package was issued and the method by which the mail

ballot package was delivered to the Applicant;

The date the mail ballot package was returned; and

Whether or not the mail ballot certification was accepted or rejected.

PART 3: ELECTION PROCEDURES

Access to Nomination Documents
3.1 The CEO must make nomination documents available for public inspection on the District
Website from the time of delivery until 30 days after the declaration of election results.


http://www.hudsonshope.ca/
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Voter Registration

3.2 A person may register as an elector:
a) During advance registration in accordance with the LGA;
b) At the time of voting; or
¢) By mail in conjunction with mail ballot voting.

Advance Voting Opportunities
3.3 Advance Voting Opportunity shall be held for an election or other voting on the 10th day
before general voting day.

3.4 As the municipality is under a population of 5,000, a second advance voting opportunity
will not be held.

3.5 The voting hours for advance voting opportunities shall be from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Special Voting Opportunities

3.6 The CEO may establish special voting opportunities and may designate the dates,
locations, and set the voting hours for these special voting opportunities, within the limits
set out in the LGA.

PART 4: MAIL BALLOT VOTING

Mail Ballot Voting Authorization
4.1 As authorized by the LGA, voting may be done by mail ballot.

4.2 The CEO is authorized to establish time limits in relation to voting by mail, including:
a. The date by which the mail ballot packages will be sent by mail;
b. The date by which mail ballot packages will be available for pick up at the District
Office;
c. The locations and time limits that apply to the return of mail ballot packages; and
d. The locations and times limits for opening certification envelopes prior to the close
of voting on general voting day.

Mail Ballot Voting Application Procedure

4.4 The CEO shall maintain and make available for public viewing upon request a Mail Ballot
Register that is sufficient to permit a challenge of an elector’s right to vote in accordance
with the intent of the LGA.

4.5 An elector may apply for a mail ballot package by telephone, fax, email, or in person at the
District Office from the time an Election by Voting is declared until 4:00 pm on the day
before general voting day.
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4.6 The CEO, upon receipt of a mail ballot package request, shall:

a) Verify that the Applicant is eligible to vote as a resident or non-resident voter;

b)  As soon as practically possible, prepare a mail ballot package for either a resident or
non-resident voter that complies with the required content provisions for a mail
ballot package contained in the LGA;

c) As per the Applicant’s direction, distribute the mail ballot package in any of the
following ways:

i. sending the mail ballot package by Canada Post;

ii. sending the mail ballot package by courier at the expense of the Applicant;

iii. having the mail ballot package picked up by the Applicant at a designated time
and location; or

iv. having the mail ballot package picked up by an Authorized Person at a
designated time and location; and

d) Update the Mail Ballot Register.

4.7 The CEO may request that an Authorized Person show identification and sign a form
before releasing the mail ballot package to an Authorized Person.

4.8 If, upon receiving a request for a ballot or mail ballot, the CEO determines that another
person has voted or been issued a mail ballot package in the elector’s name, the CEO shall
comply with the LGA.

Mail Ballot Voting Procedure
4.9 The Applicant, upon receipt of the mail ballot package, shall:

a) Mark their ballot by following the instructions contained in the mail ballot package;

b) Place each ballot inside the secrecy envelope provided for the ballot and seal the
secrecy envelope;

c) Place the secrecy envelope inside the certification envelope provided for that ballot
and seal the certification envelope;

d) Complete each certification envelope and declaration by following the instructions
contained in the mail ballot package;

e) Place the certification envelope, the application for mail ballot registration, and any
additional information required for registration, including proof of property ownership
and non-resident property elector consent form, as applicable, in the outer envelope,
and seal the outer envelope; and

f)  Mail or deliver the outer envelope and its contents to the CEO at the address specified
so that it is received by the CEO before the close of voting on general voting day.

Mail Ballot Acceptance or Rejection
4.10 The CEO, upon receipt of the returned sealed mail ballot package, shall:
a) Record the date of receipt of the returned sealed mail ballot package in the Mail
Ballot Register; and
b) In the presence of at least one other person, open the mail ballot package and



Election and Assent Voting Bylaw No. 940, 2023 Page 5 of 6

4.11

4.12

4.13

4.14

4.15

4.16

4.17

examine the certification envelope and any additional documentation submitted by
the Applicant to:

i. Confirm the identity of the elector as an Applicant on the Mail Ballot Register;

ii. Determine the Applicant’s entitlement to vote; and

iii. Determine the completeness of the certification envelope.

If the CEO is satisfied that the elector has met the requirements in Section 4.10 (b), the
CEO shall mark the certification envelope as “accepted” and place the accepted
certification envelope with the other certification envelopes.

If the CEO is not satisfied as to the identify to the elector, or the Applicant has not
completed the application to register properly, the CEO shall mark the certification
envelope as “rejected”, indicate the reason for the rejection for the rejection, and set
aside the rejected certification envelope unopened.

The unopened certification envelop shall remain in the custody of the CEO until:

a. The time specified by the CEO when accepted certification envelopes will be opened
and the secrecy envelopes placed into the designated mail ballot box; or

b. Atthe close of voting on General Voting Day.

At the close of general voting day, the CEO shall, in the presence of at least one other
person, open the remaining unopened accepted and unchallenged certification
envelopes, and place the secrecy envelope containing the ballot into the designated mail
ballot box.

As soon as possible after all the secrecy envelopes have been placed in the ballot box, the
CEOQ, in the presence of at least one other person, shall supervise:

a) The opening of the designated mail ballot boxes;

b) The opening of the mail ballot secrecy envelopes; and

c) The counting of the ballots in accordance with the LGA.

If the CEO receives a returned mail ballot package after the close of general voting day,

the CEO shall:

a) Mark the return envelope as “rejected”;

b) Indicate the reason why the return envelope was rejected on the return envelope;
and

c) Place the unopened return envelope with the other rejected return envelopes.

The CEO shall retain all opened accepted certification envelopes and all unopened
rejected certification envelopes, until destruction is permitted under the LGA.
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PART 5: REPLACEMENT OF SPOILED BALLOT

5.1 If an elector unintentionally spoils a mail ballot before returning it to the CEQ, the elector
may request a replacement ballot by advising the CEO of the ballot spoilage and mailing
or delivering the spoiled ballot packaged in its entirety to the CEO.

PART 6: CHALLENGE OF ELECTOR

6.1 A person who qualifies under the LGA may challenge the right of a person to vote by mail
ballot under the same conditions set out in the LGA for a person voting by ballot until a
mail ballot has been issued to the person.

PART 7: RESOLUTION OF TIE VOTE AFTER JUDICIAL RECOUNT

7.1 In the event of a tie vote after a judicial recount, the tie vote will be resolved by
conducting a lot in accordance with the LGA.

READ A FIRST TIME the 14t day of November 2023.
READ A SECOND TIME the 14t day of November 2023.
READ A THIRD TIME the 14t day of November 2023.

ADOPTED the 27% day of November 2023.

Original signed by Original signed by

Travous Quibell, Mayor Andrea Martin, Corporate Officer

Certified a true copy of
“Election and Assent Voting Bylaw No. 940, 2023”

this day of

CORPORATE OFFICER



