
   

 
 
 

 
 
 

DISTRICT OF HUDSON’S HOPE 
AGENDA 
Council Chambers 
Tuesday, May 25, 2021 
 

1. Call to Order: 

2. Delegations: 

 D1 
 

New Water Treatment Plant – L&M Engineering 
 

 Page 1 
 

3. Notice of New Business: 
Mayor’s List 
Councillors Additions: 
CAO’s Additions: 

4. Adoption of Agenda by Consensus: 
 

5. Declaration of Conflict of Interest: 

  

6. Adoption of Minutes: 
 M1 May 10, 2021 Regular Council Meeting Minutes Page 2 
    

7. Business Arising from the Minutes:  

     

8. Public Hearing:    

   

9. Staff Reports:   
 SR1 

 
SR2 
 
SR3 
 
SR4 
 
SR5 
 
SR6 
 
SR7 
 
SR8 
 

Swimming Pool – Update 
 
Modular Home – Building Permit 
 
CAO - Monthly Report – May 2021 
 
Corporate - Monthly Report – May 2021 
 
Public Works - Monthly Report– May 2021 
 
Protective Services - Monthly Report– May 2021 
 
Special Projects - Monthly Report– May 2021 
 
Recreation Services – Monthly Report – May 2021 

 Page 6 
 
Page 11 
 
Page 18 
 
Page 20 
 
Page 22 
 
Page 24 
 
Page 25 
 
Page 26 
 

10. Committee Meeting Reports: 
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11. Bylaws   

   

12. Correspondence:  

 C1 
 
C2 
 
C3 
 
C4 
 
 
C5 
 
C6 
 
C7 
 

Letter of Complaint re PSAs 
 
North Peace Airport Society – AGM May 25, 2021 
 
Ministerial Order No 192–FOI & Protection of Privacy 
 
Ministers J. Osborne & L. Beare re May 2021 Regional 
Calls 
 
Municipal Affairs Statute Amendment Act 2021 
 
Northern Health - Primary and Community Care 
 
BC Hydro – Water Agreement & Public Complaints 
 

 Page 28 
 
Page 38 
 
Page 39 
 
Page 41 
 
 
Page 46 
 
Page 48 
 
Page 50 
 

13. Reports by Mayor & Council on Meetings and Liaison Responsibilities: 

     

14. Old Business: 
 

15. New Business:   

     

16. Public Inquiries:  

    

17. In-Camera Session  

    

18. Adjournment  
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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
District Office – Council Chambers 

6:00 P.M. 
May 10, 2021 

Present: Mayor Dave Heiberg 
Councillor Mattias Gibbs 
Councillor Pat Markin 
Councillor Kelly Miller 
Councillor Valerie Paice 
Councillor Travous Quibell 
Councillor Leigh Summer 

Staff: Chief Administrative Officer, Mokles Rahman 
Corporate Officer, Jeanette McDougall 
Director, Protective Services, Brad Milton 

1. CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. with Mayor Heiberg presiding.

RESOLUTION NO. 053/21 
M/S Councillors Quibell / Markin 
THAT Council approve an extension of the time allotted for the D1 – Housing Needs 
Assessment presentation and D2 – Hudson’s Hope Library – Budget Review as per 
Bylaw 765, 2009, Section 30 (3) that requires a Council resolution to allow a 
Delegation an extension of time beyond 15 minutes. 
CARRIED 

2. DELEGATIONS

D1 HOUSING NEEDS ASSESSMENT PRESENTATION – URBAN MATTERS
Matt Thompson, Urban Matters, presented on the “Introduction to Housing Policy 
and Action Recommendations – Hudson’s Hope, April 2021.”  The Mayor identified 
the following concerns: 

1. There should be a strong focus on supporting small communities to help
seniors age in their own communities;

2. Different government agencies need to communicate more effectively with
each other to identify gaps in support services; and

3. Provincial Task Force specifically designed to address aging in place in rural
and remote communities and funding options to support services.

D2 HUDSON’S HOPE LIBRARY – BUDGET REVIEW 
Amber Norton, Director of the Hudson’s Hope Library, presented an overview on 
Library activities for 2020 and on the 2021 Library budget. The Director answered 
questions pertaining to staffing levels, wages, and volume of Library materials. M1
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3. NOTICE OF NEW BUSINESS
Mayor’s Additions: NB2 Dust Control 

NB3 Water Treatment Plant – PSA 
NB4 Site C Contractors – COVID-19 

Councillor’s Additions: 
CAO Additions: 

4. ADOPTION OF AGENDA AS AMENDED

RESOLUTION NO. 054/21 
M/S Councillors Miller / Summer 
THAT the Agenda be adopted as amended to a)  include a resolution to extend the 
timeline for the Delegation pertaining to the Housing Needs Assessment Report and 
for the Delegation pertaining to the Hudson’s Hope Library -  Budget Review;  and c) 
to add the following under Mayor’s Additions – NB2 – Dust Control;  NB3 – Water 
Treatment Plant PSA;  and NB4 - Site C Contractors – COVID-19. 
CARRIED 

5. DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST

6. ADOPTION OF MINUTES

M1 REGULAR COUNCIL MINUTES

RESOLUTION NO. 055/21 
M/S Councillors Quibell / Miller 
THAT the minutes of the May 10, 2021 Regular Council Meeting be adopted as 
amended to reflect that Councillor Quibell was absent for this meeting. 
CARRIED 

7. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

8. PUBLIC HEARING

9. STAFF REPORTS

SR1 SWIMMING POOL - UPDATE
The Corporate Officer provided an overview and status update of the current hiring 
issues pertaining to the Swimming Pool for the 2021 season, noting the lack of 
available qualified Lifeguards and the difficulty this has presented. 

10. COMMITTEE MEETING REPORTS

11. BYLAWS

B1 ANNUAL FINANCIAL PLAN BYLAW NO. 920, 2021

RESOLUTION NO. 056/21 
M/S Councillors Miller / Markin 
THAT the District of Hudson’s Hope Bylaw No. 920, 2021 Annual Financial Plan 
2021-2025 be adopted as of May 10, 2021. 
CARRIED 
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B2 TAX RATES BYLAW NO. 921, 2021 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 057/21 
M/S Councillors Summer / Gibbs 
THAT the District of Hudson’s Hope Bylaw No. 921, 2021 Tax Rates be adopted as 
of May 10, 2021. 
CARRIED 

 
12. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

C1 BC HYDRO RE DECOMMISSIONING EXISTING INTAKE & PUMPHOUSE  
 Received for Information. 
 
C2 LOCAL ASSISTANT TO THE FIRE COMMISSIONER – NEW APPOINTMENT 
 Received for Information. 
  
C3 NORTHEAST BC COMMUNITY FOUNDATION – NEBCCF BOARD 
 Received for Information. 
 
C4 UBCM – COMMUNITY EXCELLENCE AWARDS 2021 
 Received for Information. 
 
 

13. REPORTS BY MAYOR & COUNCIL ON MEETINGS AND LIAISON RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
14. OLD BUSINESS 
 

OB1 SIGN - PEACE VIEW PULLOUT 
The Corporate Officer advised that preparations for opening the Swimming Pool 
have consumed a substantial amount of Staff time and, that once open, Staff will 
focus on having this sign replaced. 

 
OB2 WELCOME SIGN – EAST ENTRANCE 

Staff is continuing to work with the Contractor for replacement of the Welcome Sign 
at the east entrance. 

 
 
15. NEW BUSINESS 
 

NB1 LIVE-STREAMING – COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 058/21 
M/S Councillors Quibell / Paice 
THAT Staff research options for live-streaming Council Meetings. 
CARRIED 

 
NB2 DUST CONTROL 

The Mayor advised that the number of trucks hauling rip rap from the Portage 
Mountain Quarry is increasing and will trigger an increase in dust levels. The Mayor 
continues to work with BC Hydro to discuss dust control options and air quality 
monitoring concerns. 
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NB3 SITE C CONTRACTORS – COVID-19 
The Mayor advised that the Contractors working at Farrell Creek, Lynx Creek and 
the Berm have COVID protocols and reporting processes in place for workers who 
travel to and from these sites from their homes. 

 
 

NB4 WATER TREATMENT PLANT 
The Mayor stated that it is important that the Consultants be made aware of the 
concerns pertaining to the water quality issues, including costs for bottled water, and 
encouraged concerns to be communicated via email and sent to BC Hydro on a 
weekly basis.  The CAO advised that a certificate of substantial completion will have 
to be issued if the engineering specifications are completed.  The Mayor advised 
Staff to communicate with the Council before issuing the Certificate of Substantial 
Completion. 
 

 
16. PUBLIC INQUIRIES 
 
17. NOTICE OF CLOSED MEETING 
 
18. RISE AND REPORT 

 
19. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Mayor Heiberg declared the meeting adjourned at 7:53 pm. 
 
 
 
DIARY Diarized 
Conventions/Conferences/Holidays 
Commercial Water Rate Increase-annual budget 
Consideration 08/04/19 
Pool Year End Report 2020 04/01/20 
 
Certified Correct: 
 
 
 
_______________________              _______________________________ 
Dave Heiberg, Mayor    Jeanette McDougall, Corporate Officer 
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THE DISTRICT OF HUDSON’S HOPE 

REPORT TO: Mayor and Council 

SUBJECT: CAO Update 

DATE: May 2021 

FROM:  Mokles Rahman, CAO 

Below please find highlights of some of the major activities either done or underway in the Office of the 
CAO during the last month. 

• Water Treatment Plant (WTP) Upgrade:
a. PSA:

i. PSA-6 was issued on May 6, 2021 on the WTP Upgrade Project with contact
information of consultant (L & M Engineering).

ii. L&M received eleven (11) complaints related to water quality and odour outside the
plant, and communicated back. Contractor, Consultant and District are working
towards fixing the water quality and air quality issues.

iii. L&M has been compiling complaints received and data of testing performed. Issues
identified are chlorine and hydrogen sulfide (H2S) smell.

b. Chlorine concentration yet to be fully stabilized. In some areas, chlorine smell are more than
the other areas even though chlorine residual reading is low.

c. To confirm absence of H2S smell in water, L&M intends to perform gas analysis of water in
the distribution system.

d. Odour outside the plant:
i. Unpleasant odour exists around the plant when Well #1 is in operation which has

more H2S.
ii. Proposals for mitigation received from the contractor. L&M is tasked to provide

recommendations on mitigating measures. L&M is utilizing a sub-consultant to work
on H2S odour issues.

e. Water in distribution system:
i. Water pumping to the distribution system are safe.

ii. District is performing weekly bacteriological tests. A recent test of well #2 recently
failed after passing multiple previously performed tests. Investigating this.

f. Contractor has identified a potential change in the source water chemistry (increased Iron
Content) that may affect performance of the WTP as it has been built.

g. The issuance of Substantial Completion Certificate is pending because of some deficiencies.

• Swimming Pool:
a. All cleaning and repair work are done, and chemical testing of pool water going on.
b. Repair work was done in the week of April 26, 2021. There were weather related challenges

during the 1st couple of days of repair work. Although last year we did not spend any money,
this year we had to spend $25,900 to repair the Pool.

c. Though repair work done, water loss this year is more than last year. This water loss and
new well water is creating problems in stabilizing the chlorine and calcium concentration.

SR3
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The operating costs for chemicals, energy and person power would be more with respect to 
the last year. 

d. Increased water leak and operating costs with respect to previous years may remind us to 
re-think about the need of major rehabilitation or re-construction of the Pool. 
 

• Asset Management: 
a. MuniSight conducted a delegation presentation to Council on the MuniSight Asset 

Management system on April 26, 2021. 
b. Like last 2 years, hired a summer employee for the Asset Management. As we could not find 

a full-time employee, we hired one with part time for May-June and full time for July-
August. 

• Land Administration:  

a. Light Industrial:  

i. Awaiting final PLA (Preliminary Layout Approval) from the Ministry of 
Transportation for the subdivision. 

ii. Received preliminary comments with respect to the stormwater management of the 
property and will respond formally once the PLA is provided. 

iii. The Ministry provided a response to the closure of the Jamieson and Taylor road 
ROW’s. Working towards road closure bylaws preparation. 

b. Submitted a grant application for Local Government Development approval process.  

• BC Hydro replaced 13 hydro poles at Carter Street.   

• Pioneer Cemetery back side (north side) fence repaired in partnership with the West Moberly First 
Nation; 50/50 cost sharing. 

 

HR 

• Advertised Director of Public Works and Engineering position for the 4th time, the deadline is May 
24, 2021. Planning for interviews in the week of May 25, 2021. 

• In the process of Hiring Lead Hand and a General Trade.  A General Trade position became available 
due to resignation.  

• Summer employee hiring completed, and they joined on May 3, 2021 and orientation completed.  
• All staff were reminded to follow the COVID safety guidelines at work.  

Upcoming Activities: 

• Substantial Completion Certificate (SCC) for Water Treatment Plant. 
• Opening of Swimming Pool, Campgrounds and Visitor Information Centre during May long weekend. 

Prepared by:  

 
_________________________________ 
Mokles Rahman, CAO 
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THE DISTRICT OF HUDSON’S HOPE 

REPORT TO: Mayor and Council 

SUBJECT: Public Works Department Update 

DATE: May 2021  

FROM:  Mokles Rahman, CAO 

Below please find highlights of some of the activities either done or underway in the Public Works 
Department during the last month. 

A. OPERATIONS:

• Force main from Beatie Lift Station to Lagoon near the commercial water stand failed on April
30, 2021. Emergency repair contractor was brought in to fix the problem. We should plan for
rehabilitation or replacement of this force main as it is very old and had failure few times.

• Performing work on groundskeeping, street sweeping, road grading etc.

• All campgrounds will start operations from the May long weekend.

B. Capital Projects:

1. MacDougall Street Rehab: Awarded Notice to Proceed and prepared contract document with
Knappett Industries for the Rehabilitation of the MacDougall Street. Work will not be started
before August 2021 but contractor committed to finish the work within the tender deadline of
October 15, 2021. Northern Health construction permit received.

2. Lynx Creek Re-pavement (Ph-2): Awarded Notice to Proceed and prepared contract document
with DGS Astro Paving for the Re-Pavement of the Lynx Creek Subdivision Road. We had pre-
construction meeting with the contractor on May 14, 2021. Pulverization completed. Road base
and asphalt will be done in June-July 2021.

3. Arena and Curling Rink condenser replacement:  Yeti Refrigeration confirmed that they would
start the work on June 14 and finish by July 2, 2021.

4. Water Mixers: RFP revision for water mixer going on.

C. Operating Projects:

1. East welcome sign: Reminded the contractor, ArcTech Welding and Machining, to start the work
for the replacement of the East Welcome Sign. Contractor is still working on design with their
engineer.

2. Street and Traffic Bylaw: Kick off meeting with the consultant held on May 17, 2021. Consultant
was reminded regarding involvement of Council in the updating process.

SR5
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UPCOMING ACTIVITES: 

• Tender remaining capital and operating projects of 2021. 
• Installation of East welcome sign. 

 
Prepared by:  

 
_________________________________ 
Mokles Rahman, CAO 
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THE DISTRICT OF HUDSON’S HOPE 

REPORT TO: Mayor and Council 

SUBJECT: Protective Services Update 

DATE: May 18, 2021 

FROM:  Brad Milton, Director of Protective Services 

Below please find highlights of activities either done or underway in the Protective Services 
Departments during the last month. 

• From April 19 – May 18, there were 4 calls for service.  1 – First Responder, 1 - Motor Vehicle
Accident, 1 – Alarms Ringing and 1 – Brush Fire.

• Members did a fantastic job extinguishing the Canyon Dr Fire, the hard work and dedication of the
members prevented the fire from entering the tree line. Our joint investigation with the RCMP
continues.

• HHFR has resumed in person training as of May 11, while adhering to strict COVID-19 safety
measures.

• HHFR has recommenced Building Fire Inspections within the District, 2 building have been
completed to date.

• Chief Milton has successfully completed the Bylaw 1 course through JIBC.
• There have been 3 bylaw complaints.

It’s a great day to be a Hudson’s Hope Firefighter. 

Prepared by: 

__________________________ 
Brad Milton, Director of Protective Services 
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THE DISTRICT OF HUDSON’S HOPE 

REPORT TO: Mayor Dave Heiberg and Council  

SUBJECT: Special Projects – Update Report 

DATE: May 2021  

FROM: Chris Cvik 

Some of the initiatives that I have been remotely working on or recently completed: 

• Fourth Posting for the Director of Engineering and Public Works.  Competition closes
May 24, 2021.

• ATV Campground – Bat Survey Completed.  No major issues identified.  Findings
submitted to the Province.  Awaiting final approval on License of Occupation.

• Still working on responding to questions from the Province on the Gravel Pit land tenure
renewal.

Upcoming 

• Issue RFP for land clearing work at Dinosaur Lake ATV Campground.
• Finalize Annual Report.  Draft will be issued by June 7th.  Report will come to Council on

June 21st.
• Complete Director of Engineering and Public Works Interviews.

_______________________________ 
Chris Cvik 
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Notice of AGM 
May 17, 2021 

District of Hudson’s Hope Council (‘District’) 

904 Dudley Drive 

Hudson’s Hope, BC V0C 1V0 

Dear Mayor Heiberg and the District of Hudson’s Hope Council, 

This letter serves as a notice of the Annual General Meeting for the North Peace Airport Society 

taking place on June 2, 2021 virtually. The District’s Member Representative (Mayor Dave 

Heiberg) has indicated he will be present to represent the interests of the District.  

Please feel free to reach out to me with any questions.  

Thank you. 

Regards, 

Miranda V. Flury 

Director of Strategy, Capital, and Planning 

flurym@yxjairport.com 

778-256-9117

C2
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PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Date Minister of Citizens’ Services 

(This part is for administrative purposes only and is not part of the Order.) 

Authority under which Order is made: 

Act and section: Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, section 33.1(3) 

Other: 

page 1 of 2 

ORDER OF THE MINISTER OF 
CITIZENS’ SERVICES 

Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act 

Ministerial Order No.  

WHEREAS efficient and prompt collaboration and communication are required to protect the health, safety and welfare 
of the residents of British Columbia during the COVID-19 pandemic; 

I, Lisa Beare, Minister of Citizens’ Services, order that, effective May 31, 2021, Ministerial Order No. M0431, 
issued under section 33.1(3) of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.B.C. 1996, c.165, is extended 
to remain in effect until December 31, 2021 as set out in the attached Appendix. 

May 10, 2021 

M192
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APPENDIX 
 
1. A health care body as defined in the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, or the Ministry of 

Health, the Ministry of Mental Health and Addictions, or the Provincial Health Services Authority may disclose 
personal information inside or outside of Canada in accordance with s. 33.2(a) and (c) of the Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act on the condition that the disclosure is necessary: 
 

a. for the purposes of communicating with individuals respecting COVID-19,  
b. for the purposes of supporting a public health response to the COVID-19 pandemic, or 
c. for the purposes of coordinating care during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 
2. A public body may disclose personal information inside or outside of Canada in accordance with s. 33.2(a) or (c) 

of Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act through the use of third-party tools and applications on 
the condition that the disclosure is for the following purposes: 
   

a. the third-party tools or applications are being used to support and maintain the operation of programs or 
activities of the public body or public bodies,   

b. the third-party tools or applications support public health recommendations or requirements related to 
minimizing transmission of COVID-19 (e.g. social distancing, working from home, etc.), and 

c. any disclosure of personal information is limited to the minimum amount reasonably necessary for the 
performance of duties by an employee, officer or minister of the public body.  
 

3. A public body must not disclose information under sections 1 or 2 unless the head of the public body is satisfied 
that with respect to the information disclosed:  

 
a. the third-party application is reasonably secure in compliance with s. 30 of the Freedom of Information 

and Protection of Privacy Act; and 
b. the public body makes all reasonable efforts to remove personal information which is collected, used or 

disclosed using a third-party application from the third-party application as soon as is operationally 
reasonable and the public body retains and manages the information, as required by law.  

 
4. For the purposes of this order “third-party tools and applications” includes any software developed and 

maintained by a third party and which is used to enable communication or collaboration between individuals.  
 

5. This Order will remain in effect until December 31, 2021.  The Minister may rescind or extend the effect of this 
Order in full or in part before December 31, 2021. 
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May 14, 2021 

Ref: 267054 

Mayors and Regional District Chairs of British Columbia  
Attendees of May 2021 Regional Calls with Minister Josie Osborne and Minister Lisa Beare 

Dear Mayors and Chairs: 

Thank you for taking the time to join Minister Josie Osborne and Minister Lisa Beare for the May 2021 
regional calls. As Minister Osborne and Minister Beare said, these conversations continue to be a great 
opportunity to hear from you about the key issues and opportunities that you are working on in your 
communities. This email answers some of your questions and details links and resources for some of the 
topics raised. 

The May 2021 calls were focused on connectivity. Working to connect all people in BC – regardless of 
where they live – is a priority for our government. Communications technology in all its rapidly changing 
forms is embedded into all aspects of our day-to-day lives as it enables a broad spectrum of possibilities 
including access to healthcare, education, culture, public safety and economic activity, as well as day-to-
day social interactions during the challenging times of the pandemic.  

Building on the Province’s most recent investments totalling $180 million, Budget 2021 establishes 
stable base funding of $40 million over the plan to further invest in the Province’s connectivity strategy. 
This will provide better high-speed internet and cell coverage to help connect more people in rural areas 
and remote communities. (See more Budget 2021 highlights below.) 

There were a number of themes that came up during the calls including inaccurate federal data on 
broadband internet speeds, cell coverage along highways, redundancy, and low earth orbit satellites 
(LEOS) as an alternative to ground infrastructure. Providing the same level of access, quality and 
affordability in rural and remote areas as in urban areas is a key priority for the provincial government 
and we are working towards that goal. 

The Connected Communities team within the Ministry of Citizens’ Services would be happy to answer 
any further questions regarding connectivity programs or planning, highway cellular, satellite services or 
any recent announcements pertaining to connectivity in your area. Please email 
ConnectedCommunitesBC@gov.bc.ca.  

Internet Speed Study 
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Communities have raised concerns that the federal data on broadband Internet speeds, which is used to 
determine eligibility for connectivity funding programs, may not accurately reflect the broadband 
Internet speeds experienced in homes, businesses, and other locations at the community level.  
 
The Ministry of Citizens’ Services, UBCM, and Northern Development Initiative Trust are responding 
collaboratively to these concerns with an independent study of differences between the broadband 
Internet speeds experienced in some BC communities, and the 50/10 Mbps speed identified on the 
federal government’s National Broadband Internet Service Availability Map. The study which is 
underway, will produce factual information on Internet speeds in rural and remote communities, 
supporting analysis and informing dialogue between the Northern Development Initiative Trust, 
Indigenous and local governments, Internet service providers, the Province, and the federal 
government. Data gathering and analysis will occur over the spring and summer months, with reporting 
of study results expected in fall 2021.  
 
A key step in this process is to identify which communities in BC have noted inconsistencies between 
the 50/10 Mbps Internet speed that federal maps indicate should be available, versus actual Internet 
speeds currently experienced by residents and businesses in the area.  
 
Local governments with reports of Internet speeds lower than the 50/10 Mbps speeds shown on federal 
maps, are invited to self-identify by contacting Reiko Tagami, Policy Analyst, UBCM to request to be 
included in the study.  
 
Local governments wishing to participate in the Internet speed study are encouraged to complete a 
questionnaire, providing contextual and background information about Internet speeds experienced in 
their community. For the purpose of this study, local governments can improve the accuracy and depth 
of the Internet speed data for their area, by having their residents, businesses, and other community 
stakeholders complete the CIRA Internet speed test. More information on the Internet speed 
questionnaire & performance data can be found here . 
 
BC Budget 2021 Highlights 
On April 20, 2021, Finance Minister Selina Robinson tabled the 2021 provincial budget in the legislature. 
Budget 2021 includes significant new funding commitments of interest to local governments, including 
those for mental health and substance use; housing affordability and homeless populations; economic 
recovery; childcare, and broadband connectivity. Due to COVID-19 pandemic impacts, the budget 
projects deficits of $9.7 billion this year, $5.5 million next year, and $4.3 million in the year following. 
For more information see provincial government’s Budget 2021 or UBCM BC Budget Highlights. 
 
Mental Health Funding and Substance Use 
The budget allocates $3.1 billion over three years to improve health and mental health care, including 
$500 million to continue to expand mental health and substance use services. $330 million over the 
fiscal plan provide a full spectrum of substance-use treatment and recovery services, including $152 
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million for opioid treatment. There will be 195 new substance use treatment and recovery beds in 
communities throughout the province to help more people get on a path to recovery. 
 
Housing Affordability and Homeless Population 
The budget provides additional funding to expand the HousingHub program to construct 9,000 more 
rental homes for middle-income house holds and families over the next 3-5 years.  
 
In addition to continued investments in the Homes for B.C. Supportive Housing Fund, the Province is 
partnering with the federal government through the Rapid Housing Initiative to convert existing 
buildings into supportive housing, and to support development of modular housing to expedite housing 
solutions for homeless or other vulnerable populations. 
 
The budget allocates funding to extend supports and services for people experiencing homelessness and 
includes funding to help maintain more than 3,000 temporary emergency shelter and hotel spaces that 
have been secured during the pandemic. Funding is also provided to extend the additional 650 urgent 
shelter spaces, rent supplements, and supportive housing sites used to support recent decampments 
efforts in Vancouver and Victoria, with on-site health and other supports. 
 
Economic Recovery 
Budget 2021 continues to prioritize investments that help BC respond to the pandemic and to prepare 
for a strong recovery. These investments build on the over $10 billion that has been provided to support 
people, businesses and communities since the pandemic began. The budget provides a record $26.4 
billion in taxpayer-supported capital investments that are expected to create over 85,000 jobs over the 
three-year plan. These investments will ensure the right infrastructure is in place by making critical 
upgrades to hospitals, schools, and highway and transit projects. 
 
Childcare 
The budget included a $233 million increase in base funding over three years for childcare to create new 
spaces. This will more than double the number of $10-a-day childcare spaces and contribute to raising 
wages for early childhood educators. New federal funding will help BC to build on this commitment. 
 
Infrastructure Funding 
Public announcements for the Investing in Canada Infrastructure COVID-19 Infrastructure Resilience 
Stream are expected next month. We understand that you are all interested in finding out the decisions. 
Ministry staff are working with our partners at Infrastructure Canada to finalize approvals at this time. 
Please stay tuned for further announcements. 
 
In addition, Budget 2021 includes provincial funding commitments of $41 million over the fiscal plan, or 
$247 million over the next six years to maximize federal contributions and continue to support local 
governments, not-for-profit entities and First Nations in accessing community infrastructure funding. 
The ministry will be communicating further details on the Investing in Canada Infrastructure Program 
(ICIP) application process for new intakes in the fall of 2021. 
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COVID-19 Update 
The strengthened province-wide restrictions that came into effect on March 29 are still in place through 
to May 25, including that everyone should stay within their local communities. Travel restrictions for 
non-essential travel in BC are also in place until May 25. Read the travel restrictions here. 
 
Dr. Henry stresses that although a high number of people are being vaccinated every day, it will take 
some time before all of us can let our guard down and right now, we all need to continue doing the 
things that prevent transmission of the virus. 
 
Please stay tuned for further announcements from Provincial Health Officer Dr. Bonnie Henry and check 
the provincial government COVID-19 website regularly for more information. 
 
Vaccination Roll Out 
Dr. Bonnie Henry and Minister of Health, Adrian Dix, urge everyone to register online or call 1-833-838-
2323 for vaccination as soon as possible. Getting vaccinated will help stop transmission and infections in 
vaccinated people are generally milder compared to those in unvaccinated people.  
 
Starting today at 7 p.m. (Pacific time), booking invitations will begin for people who are registered and 
are born in 1996 or earlier (25 and up). On Saturday at 7 p.m., booking invitations will begin for people 
who are registered and are born in 2001 or earlier (20 and up) and on Sunday at 7 p.m., booking 
invitations will begin for people who are registered and are born in 2003 or earlier (18 and up). We 
encourage you to share this information with your residents. 
 
The latest vaccine information can be found at www.bccdc.ca . 
 
Home Owner Grant Centralization 
As a reminder, effective 2021 all home owner grant applications must be submitted directly to the BC 
provincial government through a secure online application. Municipalities no longer need to and should 
not accept any applications. There are no changes to program eligibility criteria. 
 
Homeowners can apply for their current year or their retroactive home owner grants 24/7 online at 
gov.bc.ca/homeownergrant or they can call toll free: 1-888-355-2700 Monday to Friday from 8:30 am to 
5 pm to speak with an agent. We encourage you to share this information with your residents. 
 
The next regional calls will be in June. Ministry staff will be in touch with you about the June date, time, 
and meeting information. Our tentative plan after June is to take a summer break from these calls and 
restart them in September. 
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The more restrictive COVID-19 measures over the next few weeks are hard for all of us – for 
governments, for businesses, for individuals in communities throughout BC. Once again, I cannot thank 
you enough as local government leaders for your continued leadership and dedication during this 
difficult time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Tara Faganello 
Assistant Deputy Minister 
 
pc:  Chief Administrative Officers  

Gary MacIsaac, Executive Director, UBCM  
Nancy Taylor, Executive Director, LGMA  
Todd Pugh, Executive Directory, CivicInfo 
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Ministry of Municipal Affairs Local Government MEMORANDUM 

May 14, 2021 

Ref: 266942 

To: Chief Administrative Officers and Corporate Officers of British Columbia 

Re: Municipal Affairs Statutes Amendment Act, 2021 

Dear Chief Administrative Officers and Corporate Officers, 

On May 13, 2021, Minister Josie Osborne introduced legislation (Bill 10) to provide necessary transition 
and continuity for local government matters which are currently covered under various Ministerial 
Orders that are part of the COVID-19 Related Measures Act. Based on learnings and experiences from 
the pandemic, the amendments have also added new permanent authorities, where appropriate, to 
ensure that local governments have the powers they need to effectively govern their communities. 

For the foreseeable future, local governments will continue to rely on the temporary authorities 
provided by Ministerial Order 192 (M192). This means that local governments can continue to operate 
as they have been without having to adjust to any new rules or processes. As described on the Ministry’s 
website, M192 continues to allow local governments (and other bodies such as the Islands Trust) to 
conduct meetings without the public present, conduct regular council meetings electronically, and 
conduct public hearings electronically. 

For more information about the amendments please see the news release. The proposed legislative 
amendments will:  

o Provide new permanent authorities for local governments to be able to hold electronic
meetings and electronic public hearings.

o Remove operational barriers for improvement districts that were highlighted by the
pandemic.

o Provide continuity for local government financial authorities and repayment obligations that
were authorized in 2020 due to the pandemic.

o Provide Ministerial regulation authorities to enable the Minister to address urgent and
unique local government financial challenges and election related matters in special
circumstances.

o Expand eligibility for mail ballot voting by removing legislated restrictions around who is
permitted to vote by mail-ballot in local elections.

…2 
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o Provide legal continuity for local government financial authorities and repayment 
obligations that were authorized under Ministerial Order 159 (M159) in 2020 due to the 
pandemic. Note: the authorities are not being extended beyond the timelines specified under 
M159; rather the amendments simply carry over the existing obligations and extraordinary  
 

o authorities into a more permanent legislative framework to ensure legal continuity once 
M159 expires on July 10, 2021. 

It is important to note that the electronic meetings and hearings amendments will be brought into force 
by regulation at a later date (i.e. once the pandemic has eased, and COVID emergency authorities for 
electronic meetings and public hearings are lifted) to allow councils time to consider the new authorities 
and consider amendments to their procedure bylaw after the legislation is in force. 
 
Further work to update regulations to align electronic meeting rules for local government bodies and 
local governments (including the City of Vancouver, Regional Districts and the Islands Trust) is also 
anticipated. This will ensure the new, broader electronic meeting authorities for all local governments 
are implemented in a coordinated fashion.  
 

The Ministry plans to develop an Information Circular and will also be working with our local 
government partners to develop additional guidance and information about the amendments in the 
coming months.  

Any additional questions can be directed to: lggovernance@gov.bc.ca. We thank you for your continued 
hard work to conduct local government operations as you restart during the pandemic. 

 
Sincerely,  

 

 
 
Tara Faganello 
Assistant Deputy Minister 
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Primary and Community Care
600-299 Victoria St.

Prince George

BC  V2L 5B8

May 19, 2021

Greetings,

We are delighted to share with you that since May 3, 2021, communities in Northern
Health have access to the Northern Health Virtual Primary and Community Care Clinic.
This builds on the successes of the COVID-19 Online Clinic, which was created last
year to support patients during the pandemic. The Virtual Clinic will be a permanent

virtual service available to support health needs in our communities beyond COVID-19.

The Virtual Clinic supports the delivery of in-person primary care by our family doctors
and nurse practitioners, who remain the cornerstone of our regional health care system.

The Virtual Clinic soft launched in Chetwynd and Fraser Lake on November 16, 2020,
and since that time has been experiencing increasing demand across the region.

The Clinic provides virtually-enabled and culturally-safe primary and community care

services for unattached and vulnerable patients, and for patients whose access to
primary care is limited due to geography, business hours or seasonal weather.
Telephone and video conference services are available from 10 am to 10 pm, 7 days a
week, including holidays, reducing pressure on our acute care facilities. The clinic also

provides additional support to rural physicians as they care for their patients.

The clinic aims to provide accessible and same-day health care service, using
encrypted technology to ensure a secure experience. Northern Health aims to build a

plan towards facilitating attachment and longitudinal care relationships for patients in
their home community. A continued part of the service will be information-sharing with
the patient’s primary care provider and other members of the patient’s primary care
interprofessional team. This includes working with the person’s primary care provider to

arrange for in-person follow-up as required.

The clinic continues to integrate with the Substance Use Virtual Clinic to provide
substance use services. The Virtual Clinic will continue to provide screening,

assessment and coordination of testing for COVID-19. The name ‘COVID-19 Online
Clinic’ has shifted to the ‘Northern Health Virtual Primary and Community Care Clinic’ to
reflect the expanded service offering. The phone number remains the same: 1-844-645-
7811.

As we launch this important and innovative service, we encourage you to, where
appropriate, help us share information about it with your contacts, friends and family.
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- Sharing information with people directly when you speak with them 
- Sharing announcement details and social media posts from our campaign on 

social media – visit northernhealth.ca for our social accounts   
- If you have an opportunity, speak to members of the physician community to 

emphasize that this supplements the important work they do every day for our 
communities. They are the cornerstone of our health care program, but the 
Virtual Clinic is something that patients have had access to during the pandemic, 
and now expect. It will also help support unattached patients and underserved 

communities, and rural doctors working in isolated environments. 
- Share the below summary in your next newsletter: 

o Northern Health has launched the Northern Health Virtual Clinic, a 
permanent virtual clinic to replace the COVID-19 Online Clinic created 

earlier in the pandemic to serve patients. The Virtual Clinic is designed for: 
 Patients without a family doctor 
 Patients in rural communities for whom access to their family doctor 

may be limited due weather or other barriers 

 Patients needing after-hours health care  
 Patients experiencing COVID-19-like symptoms 
 Available from 10 am to 10 pm, 7 days a week, including holidays 
 Contact is 1-844-645-7811 

 Information is also available at 
https://www.northernhealth.ca/locations/medical-clinics/virtual-clinic  
 

Please feel free to contact us anytime if you have any questions. 
 
Thank you,  

 
 
Kelly Gunn, Vice President, Primary and Community Care and Professional Practice  
 

Jeff Hunter, Chief Information Officer 
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May 20, 2021 

Mokles Rahman 
CAO, District of Hudson’s Hope 
P.O. Box 330 
9904 Dudley Drive 
Hudson’s Hope, B.C. V0C 1V0 

Sent via email 

RE: Water Agreement and Public Complaints 

Dear Mr. Rahman,  

Further to our recent discussions regarding decommissioning the existing intake, the purpose of 

this letter is to set out our common understanding on how BC Hydro proposes to assist the District 

in moving forward with the updated treatment plant. 

BC Hydro understands that the District of Hudson’s Hope is receiving public complaints related to 

the taste of the water being produced by the updated treatment plant and an H2S smell from the 

venting of the gas separator at the treatment plant. Consistent with the District’s role in the Water 

Agreement, the District has instructed their consultant to capture the public complaints, analyze the 

complaints to identify the root cause and propose reasonable options to address the root cause. 

We also understand that the District has not yet issued the Substantial Completion Certif icate as 

contemplated under the Water Agreement and it is uncertain if the remaining Work needed to 

reach issuance of the Total Completion Certif icate will require additional draws on the approved 

contingency budget. Attachment 1 lists the total contingency approved for the Work and the draws 

to date against it based on notif ications provided to BC Hydro by the District. Please advise BC 

Hydro if there are any inaccuracies. 

Under the Water Agreement, BC Hydro agreed to provide funding to the District to implement their 

Preferred Solution and the District is responsible for key roles including making all decisions about 

the work, retaining qualif ied consultants and supervising their work. BC Hydro’s role is to reimburse 

for the costs as approved in the budget for the Work. The current budget for the Work was 

approved by BC Hydro after the District council reviewed and approved the award of the contract 

to Industra Group on March 11, 2020 to complete the Work (Attachment 2).  

BC Hydro wishes to work with the District under the Water Agreement to see the Work successfully 

completed. To support a discussion by the District and BC Hydro regarding BC Hydro providing 

funding for potential solutions to the public complaints, BC Hydro requests that the District: 

1. Advance the Work sufficiently to provide certainty regarding any additional use of the

approved contingency budget.

2. Confirm that the water leaving the treatment plant and going into the distribution system

meets the standards required by the District in their contract with Industra.

3. Provide the following information in the report from the District’s consultants regarding

resolution of the public complaints:
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a. How many different types of complaints were received and how many for each

type?

b. How did the consultant determine the root cause of the complaints?

c. If there is uncertainty about the root cause, is there any other investigation work that

should be completed to confirm the root cause?

d. Reasonable options to resolve the types of complaints identified including an

estimate for each option with supporting information and a description of any

uncertainty regarding if the option will resolve the complaints.

4. Confirm that the District supports and endorses the complaint resolution report prepared by

their consultants.

Once this information is available, BC Hydro looks forward to meeting with the District to look at the 
remaining contingency under the Water Agreement and solutions that the District may decide to 
implement to address the public concerns. 

Sincerely, 

Nancy Pepper 
Community and Social Mitigation Manager 
BC Hydro
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Attachment 1 - Water Agreement Contingency 
 
Table 1 - Water Agreement Contingency Budget and Authorizations to Date 

Item Amount 

Approved Contingency Budget Mar 2020 348,615.82 

Contingency Draw - Industra - Removal and abandonment of additional 
casing 

2,012.05 

Contingency Draw - Industra - BC Hydro Service Upgrade 11,304.00 

Contingency Draw - Industra - Additional Door 4,993.87 

Contingency Draw - L&M - WTP Reclassification Application to EOCP 3,000.00 

Contingency Draw - Industra - Backflow valve installation 9,060.40 

Contingency Draw - L&M Contract Increase 73,000 

Authorized to Date 103,370.32 
Remaining in Contingency 245,245.50 

Note: Current as of May 20, 2021 
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Attachment 2 – Approved Budget for the Work 
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