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The District of Hudson’s Hope will soon host the 
largest municipal solar power system in British 
Columbia, saving millions of dollars on District 

electrical bills.
 Large solar arrays are being added to the 
roofs of five District buildings including their arena, 
curling rink, District shop, Tourist Information Centre 
and District Office. As well, a ground-mounted solar 
power system will be installed at their newly upgraded 
sewage treatment facility. 
 At up to 132 kilowatts (kW) each, these 
are some of the largest solar arrays anywhere in the 
province. All told, some 500 kW of grid-tied solar are 
being installed, with completion expected by the end of 
the year. For comparison, the average home solar array 
in 5 to 10 kW in size.
 “We are proud to be a leader in electricity self-

generation, and appreciate the BC Hydro net-metering 
initiative that helps us achieve it,” say Gwen Johansson, 
Mayor of the District of Hudson’s Hope.  
 “This is part of our on-going economic 
development plan that will reduce our operating costs 
over the long term and provide opportunities for local 
residents in the rapidly expanding solar industry.”

GRID-TIE

All the solar power systems are “grid-tied” through 
BC Hydro’s net metering program, meaning the solar 
electricity they generate powers the building first, then 
feeds excess power into grid. This works particularly 
well in the north, where we often produce much more 
power than we can use during the long days of our 
sunny summers, which gives us a big credit to use up 
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during the short days of winter.
  “We anticipate reduction in the District 
electricity costs to be in the neighborhood of $70,000 
per year. Over 30 years, that amounts to savings of $3 
million,” explains District CAO Tom Matus.
 Over all, these facilities will reduce their 
electrical bills by about 70%, with the Bullhead Curling 
Rink and new District Shop powered 100 percent by 
solar energy.

LOCAL PEOPLE

Your very own local Peace Energy 
Renewable Energy Cooperative 
(PEC) in a Joint Venture with Moch 
Electric Ltd., was chosen to design 
and install the solar arrays. 
 PEC worked with the 
District to acquire a $1.35 million 
grant from the Strategic Priorities 
Fund/Federal Gas Tax Fund through 
the Union of BC Municipalities. 
PEC then provided the initial 
system designs, and eventually 
won the province-wide competitive 
bid to supply and install the solar arrays.
 “We were proud to assist the District in acquiring 
this large grant for their project,” explains PEC President 
Steve Rison, “and a grant is ideal, of course. But the 
fact is, solar has now come so far down in price that 
investing taxpayers’ money into solar for the purpose 
of reducing the cost of powering public facilities makes 
sound economic sense for any municipality.”
 The rapid switch to solar around the world is 
not being driven by concern for the environment, but 
by economics, says Rison. “The cost of electricity from 
the grid is only going one-way, up. Once you have your 
solar power, your cost for electricity is stable over the 

very long term, thanks to the low cost of operating and 
maintaining solar.”
 The solar modules being installed use high 
quality polycrystalline technology. They come with a 
ten-year materials and workmanship warranty, and a 
25-year energy production warranty. With no moving 
parts and nothing to wear out, solar modules of this 
type run with little or no maintenance for at least 30 

years, probably much longer.
 These state-of-the-art 
solar arrays also come with 
remote web-based monitoring, 
which means the output of 
each solar panel and array can 
be seen and tracked from any 
computer. This will allow the 
District and PEC to monitor 
how much power is being 
produced, how much money 
is being saved, and to quickly 
pinpoint any problems should 
they arise.

LOCAL BENEFITS

With solar power systems like these spreading rapidly 
across Canada and around the world, local hiring and 
training were priorities for the District of Hudson’s 
Hope. Six District high school students have been hired 
for the installation crews, and District personnel will 
be trained to monitor and maintain the solar power 
systems over the long term.
 Congratulations to the District of Hudson’s 
Hope for providing common-sense energy leadership, 
proving that we can have a cleaner environment, local 
jobs and abundant energy too. Well done.

The District of Hudson’s 
Hope Bullhead Curling 
Rink will provide 100% of 
its own power from a 67 kW 
solar array, shown as it will 
look when complete later 
this year. (photo simulation 
by Peace Energy Co-op.)
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